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“Put Into Her Hand this Weapon… ‘tis the Ballot Box”
The Women’s Suffrage Movement in Arkansas and the Life of the Nation
Activity Materials
Activity 1
Fort Smith Elevator

Female Suffrage
Speech of Mr. Wm. Luce, of For Smith, in Opposition Thereto
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A debate on womans suffrage took place a few days ago in Boston, Mass., between the literary
society of the Boston YMCA and the Bersley School Literary Society, in which our fellow
townsman, William Luce, was a staunch champion of the negative side of the question.
Going back to the story of the creation, as given in the book of Genesis, Mr. Luce briefly
sketched the history of woman’s rights, down to the present day, citing the words of the Great
Creator, Himself, when he said, “He shall rule over them.” And afterwards quoting from St.
Paul, St. Augustine, John Knox and Tom Paine on the Rights of Man – these diverse authorities
writing in supporting his assumption that it is man’s duty to make and enforce the laws of the
nations, and woman to make the homes and mould the characters of those therein. Upon this
duty rests the security of the Sate, said the speaker, since the home is the fountain head of
mortal existence, and from it we draw our principles. Mothers do not advise their sons upon
party questions, but they do, what is of far more importance, teach them to be honest, brave
men. How much better off would the American nation be today if Mrs. Washington had been
in the Virginia House of Burgesses discussing the tobacco tax, instead of staying at home
moulding the character of the son who was destined to mould the nation. Woman knows best
what duties they are fitted to perform and as a class they do not want suffrage.
The suffragists of Boston showed ludicrous terror when the governor suggested leaving the
question to the women of Massachusetts to decide, and in the late Boston school election,
when they had the strong incentive of the right education of their children, only 17,000 out of a
possible vote of 104,000 voted, yet Boston is the hot bed of woman’s suffrage, and her right to
vote at school elections is conceded by many who are opposed to general suffrage. Another
proof that they don’t want it is the fact that they have not got it. Human nature is the same
throughout the ages, and the same spirit of chivalry that animated the knights of the middle
ages, and made stern Edward the Third, give his wife the lives of the offending citizens of Calais,
would cause the American man to give to woman whatever she wished.
The question of woman’s suffrage was proposed at the National Chautauqua Assembly last
summer (an assembly composed largely of women) and it was laughed to scorn. Women do
not want the right to vote, and should it be forced upon when, they are not prepared for it, for
in spite of the fact that they have been reared in the midst of political discussions, and have had
ample opportunity to learn, through the free press, concerning the science of government, they
are not ready for the responsibility. A strong proof of this being the fact that the bright
intellectual women who lead in the suffrage movement never open their lips upon the tariff,
captiol and labor, or burning issues of the day. Like Mark Twain’s man who could only sing, “A
pink trip slip for an eight cent fare,” they chant, “Give us suffrage.” Therefore if given the
privilege today the result would be a subservient vote, or an ignorant one. The law of the land
in refusing the right of a woman to testify when her husband is the plaintiff in a criminal case,
recognizes the power that man has over woman, and as an ignorant vote, the condition of
France today, ship upon
the unprepared. Every woman suffragist must admit that it would for many years at least be a
more doubtful experiment than it was with men, who had always had civic duties of some sort.
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Activity 2

The Woman’s Chronicle¸ August 31, 1889
An Open Letter
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Editor of Woman’s Chronicle: Will you kindly accord me a little space in your excellent paper for
the following letter which is addressed to a gentleman connected with the management of one
of our prominent city papers:
Mr. Editor: In conversation with a friend not long since I learned that one of the gentlemen
composing the staff of editors and managers of your paper is an opponent of woman suffrage.
I was the more surprised as the tone of your paper is not only courteous and helpful, so far as I
have been able to observe, toward all organizations of woman’s work, but progressive also.
This can scarcely be reconciled, in the present day, with a disbelief in the power for good, which
he intelligent many believe, must come with the ballot in the hands of women.
I have been puzzled a little, as to what position you can occupy on this question. Are you
intrenched behind any one of the old arguments against woman’s suffrage, or have you erected
a barricade from the whole repertoire from “weakness of intellect” to “neglect of the baby?”
Or perhaps, like the Athenians of old, who, having exhausted themselves in incense and
libations to their gods in a time of trouble, without receiving any relief, were fain to erect an
altar to an unknown god.
So you, and the men of your belief, having brought every argument so far known to inventive
minds, to bear on the women of the nineteenth century, and finding her still irrepressible,
pleading, praying, demanding her pollical rights; like Banquo’s ghost, not down. I say, finding
this state of affairs, you may have discovered a new reason, or at least one not known to us,
why we should bear all burdens of citizenship without sharing in its honors or responsibilities;
why we should be tried for our crimes against a government which we have had no voice in
forming; why should we not be exempt, as children and idiots are; and tried before a justice or
judge in whose election we have had no part, and who, we may think, totally unfit for the place.
You may have some reason, good and sufficient to you, why we should be compelled to pay a
proportion to the support of a government, under which we may claim one right, “the right to
petition,” and this is accompanied by the right of the government, often indulged in, to laugh at
and table our bills and petitions in five minutes, while they spend hours in wrangles over
immaterial matters or in passing acts which we cannot endorse and against which we cry out
until “the smoke of our torment ascends up before God.” You, sir, may know why the dirty,
ignorant, villainous tramp should have a voice in these matters, and not the capable,
industrious farmer’s wife, who, in the generosity of her heart, gives him his breakfast, and,
should the occasion arise, before dinner, lectures her son, and intelligently, too, on the duties
of citizenship and the responsibility of the ballot. And, sir, do you know a reason why a won
whose talk is like unto the crackling of thorns under a pot, should exercise the privilege of the
ballot, and should exercise the privilege of the ballot, and in so doing locate a saloon and
gambling hell to the ruin of both his soul and body – while the gay haired old mother who
would almost risk her hope of eternal happiness for the welfare of his wretched polluted body
and infinitesimal should, has no recourse except in prayer to God, prayer to man having long
since failed her.
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You may also know a reason why you deem it just that the cultivated and refined lady principals
of our public and private schools should be debarred from participating in these things, while
the freedmen, steeped in ignorance and perhaps brutalized by liquor, should be allowed to do
so.
And as you stand aside and listen to the noise and conflict of the political arena, or perhaps
participate in it, and the “colored vote,” the “foreign vote,” the “purchasable vote” come in
excited voices to you, does not the serene and holy calm of your mother’s face come before
you, or the pure and lovely one of sister, wife or sweet heart, and with it the thought that here
is the influence which can purify the politics of our country? You will perhaps reply, that it is
because you wish to keep the loved ones pure, serene, calm and holy that you would debar
them from participating in these things. I can only answer by asking: “Has malpractice
increased since women have entered the profession of medicine, or is woman less womanly
since she has learned what and how to give the remedies as well as nurse the patient. Has
chicanery and knavery, crime and law breaking, increased, and are homes and children
neglected since women have entered the legal profession? Are schools less efficient, children
more intractable, or titles in realty less secure since women have been elected superintendent
of schools and recorders of deeds? In short, are women less womanly and refined, is the
human race more elevated or more degraded now, when these things are possible, and she is
the companion and co-equal of man, than when through the rolling ages she was his slave and
chattel?”
Solomon says there are three things (only three) too wonderful for him, yea, four (just four)
which he knows not. There are many things too wonderful for me, and very many things which
I do not know, but none puzzle me more than these.
After all, is not the world a few years too old, and literature and good newspapers too cheap, to
decree that our rights shall be restricted.
“To comprehending husbands talk
When not too deep, and even of answering
With pretty ‘may it please you,’ or ‘is it so,’
Our rapid insight and fine aptitude,
Particular worth and general missionariness
As long as we keep quiet by the fire
And never say ‘no’ when the world says ‘aye,’
Of virtue, chiefly used to sit and darn
And fatten our household sinners – our, in brief,
Potential faculty in every thing
Of abdicating power in it.”
Perhaps what hurts us most is that after all we are paid the worth of our work. “We sew, sew;
prick our fingers, dull our sight. Producing what? A pair of slippers, sir. To put on when you’re
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weary – or a stool to tumble over and vex you, ‘curse that stool’”. Happy the curse is for the
stool, not us. Respectfully,
A.B.J.
Activity 3

E.C. Browning to Senator Butler
Little Rock Ark. Nov. 29, 1899.
Senator Butler, Honored sir, Although a stranger to you I wish to express my appreciation and
approval of your very excellent address on the right of woman to the elective franchise.
intelligence and good, law abiding citizenship, ought to be the criterion for the voter.
Moral and social reforms move slowly, until the time comes when a sudden breaking away of
the clouds, lets in the sunlight. Patience and persistency are necessary to success in the field of
human progress. Many victories have been achieved and many more will come. Not the least
will be the emancipation of woman. Put into her hand this weapon, "A weapon that comes
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down as still as snowflakes fall upon the sod; But executes a freeman's will, as lightning does
the will of God; And from its force, nor doors, nor looks can shield you; 'tis the Ballot Box."
Put this weapon in the hand of woman and the saloon, baudy houses etc. will be driven from
the land. Purity instead of corruption will be at a premium in politics. A leading politician said to
the writer; "I know you are right, but I would rather have the support of one saloon and its
hangers on, in politics, secretly given, than of ten preachers, teachers, and one hundred good
citizens openly avowed. The former controls the tenth, more or less, that controls elections,
and the party that can manipulate them, will succeed nine times out or ten." Still, voting down
the inherent rights of the most intelligent and pure conservators of society, will sometime case.
Resp., E.C. Browning
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