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Even in these temporary quarters the people were surrounded by guards and
mounted machine guns.,

The hurried construction of barrack cities for ninety thousand evacuees
did provide employment for many people. In addition to the locations where
local opposition could be overcome or disregarded, mostly in the far west,
there must be barracks for residence, school houses, a hospital, ten of then,
heating plants, a water system, a sewer system, and then streets. This was
enormously expensive, It would have been less expensive for the Federal
Government to station at each Japanese American front door an Army Major
General for three years than the taking from their shops, professions, and
farms ninety thousand people without even accusing any of them of disloyalty
or crime., My part in all this began in California where I was able to lend
some assistance to families needing places to store furniture or to assist
a high school senior to go east to college where the school authorities had
the courage to accept them. With the college students back east it was
almost without exception a hearty welcome.

But my major task and opportunity was a Civil Service appointment as
one of the three Assistant Directors of the War Relocation Center at Rohwer,
Arkansas. There the barrack city required all the construction already
referred to plus the fact that the square mile of land owned by the Federal
Government was a cut-over timber land in a rich delta. This barrack town
was similar to the other nine, BEach had about forty blocks with a mess hall
and a bath house and barracks with a room for a family and each room furnished
with a cot and a blanket for each occupant. This was the living room awaiting
a wealthy Rotarian from Long Beach and other families of wealth and culture.
In one barrack room lived an exceptional lady with her parents. This was
Miss Kansuma who was at that time the only lady ever to graduate from the

famous Kokugoro School of Drama in Tokyo,




She owned in this barrack room the kimono which won first prize at the
New York World's Fair. This priceless garment was a gift in recognition of
her dramatic excellence and her contribution to cultural refinement.

This evacuation threw a new problem into the lap of the army. Sons
of these evacuees were serving in the army and navy. What should be done
with them now that their families had been placed into virtual internment
camps? As I recall the situation it seems that each commanding general
was free to deal with these young men under his command as he saw practical.
Some of these young men joined their families within wire enclosures. Later
they were recalled. All this time the army wanted the draft restored. In
the meantime an unusual experiment was launched which was to form a battalion
composed exclusively of American volunteers of Japanese descent, The army
asked for one thousand from Hawaii, many times that number volunteered
immediately, The response was quite the same from the War Relocation Centers.
The unit known as the 442 Combat was trained at Camp Shelby, Mississippi.
Their conduct was admirable from the beginning. Not one ever went AWOL,
They suffered heavily in combat in Italy, but as a result they became the
most decorated battalion in all American military history. Their loss was
heavy. Their sacrifices are marked by white marble slabs in foreign
American cemeteries., Thirty two of these casualties were volunteers from
the two Relocation Centers in Arkansas. The writer knew many of them and
their families.personally.

In bringing these ramarks to a close I want to deal with a matter of
deep concern to the Americans of Japanese ancestry and their parents as well
as a host of their friends. The internees at Rohwer left in a sacred corner
an acre consecrated as the burial place of a score of graves, children and

adults who died while in that internment center,




A skillful artist, a master workman with concrete, erected there a tall
shaft bearing this inscription: "May the people of Arkansas keep in

sacred beauty this place where our loved ones sleep." As the Second World
War came to a close the Rohwer group, Jjoined by those from the Jerome,
Arkansas Center which had closed, erected a large monument which bears

the names of thirty two young men who went as volunteers to serve in the
units fighting for liberty and Jjustice in Europe and gave their lives there.
Each has a white slab as a grave marker in one of the military cemeteries
abroad, but this monument is the only memorial dedicated to these brave
young men who represent their families and comrades in that tragic war.

The concrete monuments are crumbling beyond repair, so there must be erected
a marble shaft firmly established to stand through centuries as a sentinal
and as a reminder by American citizens and to American citizens that never
again shall young American citizens be asked to go abroad to die in defense
of freedom and justice while their parents and sweethearts are kept without
accusation of crime or disloyalty behind rifle towers and barbed wire. Let

this be a new Statue of Liberty.

Joseph Boone Hunter




