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AHC CREATES NEW ONLINE DIGITAL COLLECTIONS
BRINGING THE
AHC TO YOU!
July 16—29
“Fought in Earnest”
exhibit
Faulkner County Museum
Conway, AR
August 4—28
“Fought in Earnest”
exhibit
Jacksonville Museum of Military
History
Jacksonville, AR
August 2
“Boom and Bust: Commerce and
Development in Northeast
Arkansas” Symposium
Northeast Arkansas
Regional Archives
Powhatan Historic State Park

For more than a decade, libraries, archives and museums have focused more of
their attention on digitizing their collections in order to make them available online.
Although there is some disagreement about how much material from an archives or
special collection should be placed online, the overwhelming consensus is that
making at least some archival material available via the internet is vital to archival
growth and progress. The internet is ubiquitous and researchers turn more and
more to the internet to find the information. For archives and museums to remain
relevant and present in the minds of their patrons, a strong online presence is
necessary.
The AHC joined this digital movement 13 years ago, when it first launched its own
digital archives in 2001 through the Online Computer Library Center’s (OCLC)
software program, ContentDM. Consisting of a limited amount of archival material,
the AHC’s original digital collection, Documenting Arkansas, contained Arkansas’s
constitutions, drawings by Walter J. Lemke, Arkansas’s Civil War secession
proclamation and signatures from each and every governor. After the initial launch,
though, the site remained largely static.

Ham radio operator in the 1960s using the
“twitter “ of yesteryear.

In recent months, the agency has redesigned the site and added a number of new
collections, including all five of Arkansas’s constitutions, a collection of historic maps, postcards, World War I material and a
collection of Ozark folk music. Some future collections will feature materials reflecting the cultural diversity of Arkansas,
drawings from the 1913 competition to design Arkansas’s state flag, Civil War era material, and oral interviews taken from
World War II and Korean War veterans. The AHC will continue to add new archival material and new collections to the site. This
redesign will allow us to better serve our patrons by providing greater access to special collections material.
Additionally, thanks to a generous $140,000 grant from the Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Council, we will be working
with Aristotle, the contracted website design firm for Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism, to make our website much
more user friendly. The website will be more geared to how historical research is performed today. In the coming months, we
will be streamlining our search function, which will make things much easier for those seeking information online. “We have
wanted to revamp the website for some time,” says Archival Manager Mary Dunn, “but it was always cost prohibitive to do so.
We are happy for this opportunity to make our website more easily accessible for researchers. This grant will allow us to
provide better access to records and online exhibits.” Additionally, the websites for SARA and NEARA will be more informative,
providing more information on the resources contained at each of our branch archives.

While the new digital collections are online and available for use and viewing at our new site, Arkansas Digital Ark-ives (http://cdm16790.contentdm.oclc.org/), our website
redesign has just started and it will be a little while before we have a new site to share with you. Keeping reading The Arkansas Archivist and checking our social media sites
for further updates!

AHC LAUNCHES SOCIAL MEDIA INITIATIVES
In the last decade, words like “tweeting,” “following,” and “liking” have been redefined and new words like “friending” and
“blogging” have been added to our daily speech. We don’t send letters anymore; we email. We don’t just keep a diary or a
journal these days; instead, we blog. Social media has changed the way we communicate, advertise and publicize.
This year, the Arkansas History Commission has expanded our social media presence. In an effort to reach out to some new
audiences, and to communicate with our traditional ones in some untraditional ways, the AHC has established new social
media accounts and revitalized previously established accounts. We’ve reenergized our Facebook page by adding daily
themed posts. We kick off each week with Ask an Archivist Monday, where our patrons can ask questions and leave comments
and we do our best to provide answers and discussion. On Tuesdays, we focus on providing genealogical information with
Genealogy Tip Tuesday. On Wednesdays, we highlight one of our collections with Wednesday’s Wonderful Collection.
Thursdays are the traditional Throwback Thursdays with Postcards from Arkansas’s past. We end the week on Fridays with
fun, interesting or unusual finds from our collection or funny history memes.
We’ve recently added Twitter and Pinterest accounts. Initially, we used Twitter to live-tweet from our events so that the
public could participate even if they weren’t able to attend, but now we’re starting to use Twitter to cross-post information
from Facebook as well. (https://twitter.com/ArkHistCom). Our Pinterest boards feature event photos, interesting finds from
our collections and staff picks from the vault (http://www.pinterest.com/arkansashc/). We’ve also launched a new blog this month called From the Vault. The blog will
feature agency news, event information, recent acquisitions and interesting finds from our special collections. We’ll also be using the blog to keep the public updated on the
progress of collections processing.
The addition of new social media has definitely helped attract new interest in the History Commission. Our Facebook numbers have spiked significantly since January and
we receive a lot of feedback from our patrons, which is both helpful and fun. We hope that the future additions of new social media will continue to help increase awareness
about the AHC and the wonderful things we have to offer.

Conservation Corner
The term “acid free” in the
context of paper is a term we’ve
incorporated
into
our
professional discussion for at
least 25 years. Paper that is
considered acid free is spoken of
almost reverently, but like gluten
-free cookies and cupcakes that
are loaded with unpronounceable
ingredients,
acid-free
paper
might not be what it appears to
be. In fact, almost all paper these
days is acid free. That includes
paper towels and even toilet
paper.
Acid free equates to a neutral ph
of 7. The lower the ph number,
the greater the acidity. Many, if not most of our folders and boxes at the History Commission are
buffered. That means they have an alkaline reserve to counteract acidity that will naturally
increase over time as the folder or box becomes acidic due, in part, to environmental degradation.
These buffered boxes and folders have a ph level of 8.5 to 10.
What causes acidity in paper? It’s caused by lignin found in tree pulp and almost all our paper is
made from tree pulp; however, modern techniques in paper manufacture have countered many of
the problems associated with earlier pulp paper with the addition of chemical additives and
changes in filler, resulting in neutral ph level. Still, acid-free paper may not meet standards for
paper permanence.
General purpose photocopy or printer paper should last for 100 years. If you are in need of a paper
that will last “forever,” look for a museum-grade paper made from cotton pulp or a conservationgrade wood pulp paper containing less than 2% lignin and certified as permanent by the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI).
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Jonesboro
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Little Rock
Hot Springs
Little Rock

Black Histor y
Commission of Arkansas
Mr. Marion Butler
Ms. Carla Coleman
Rev. Barry Dobson
Ms. Joyce Gibson
Dr. John W. Graves
Mr. Myron Jackson
Mr. James Lawson
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Little Rock
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Little Rock
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Black History Commission News

Black History Commission of Arkansas
Commissioner Marion Butler introduces the
afternoon panel discussion with Erma Franks, Dr.
John Graves, and
Senator Linda Chesterfield

On June 7, the Black History Commission of
Arkansas hosted their annual Profiles in Arkansas
Black History workshop at Mosaic Templars
Cultural Center. This year’s theme, “Teaching
African American History in Arkansas Schools: The
Current Reality,” was an overwhelming success.
Over 115 teachers from across the state attended.
“[Is it] magic or science? If you pay attention in my
class maybe you will know!” teacher Candace Pahlas
told the audience as she demonstrated how to make
water disappear using an invention by African
American inventor Walter Lincoln Hawkins. Shelina
Warren, Avil Snow, and Shelia Snow also presented
attendees with interesting ideas and techniques for
incorporating African American history in their
classrooms.

The workshop closed with a panel consisting of Dr. John Graves, Erma Franks, and Senator Linda
Chesterfield, discussing Act 326 of 1997, which requires the Commissioner of the Arkansas
Department of Education "to oversee dissemination of instructional materials and training for the
teaching of African-American history in grades K-12 in Arkansas public schools and training in
racial and ethnic awareness and sensitivity for teachers and administrators.” During the
discussion, Senator Chesterfield summed up the topic, “I submit to you African American history is
important because it opens up the vistas of understanding among people, and if we use it that way
we can tear down the barriers of hate, we can tear down barriers of misunderstanding, we can tear
down barriers that keep this country from reaching its full potential. I am first and foremost a
teacher and because I teach, I touch the future. I dare you to do so also.” More photographs from
the event can be found on our Pinterest site at http://www.pinterest.com/arkansashc/.
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From the Director
July 1 marks the first day of a new fiscal year for state agencies. For the Arkansas History Commission, we celebrated this
turning of the page by rolling out our redesigned digital collections, the Arkansas Digital Ark-ives. For nearly a year now,
Arkansas History Commission staff has been planning a redesign – working on a digitization best practices document,
talking about a look for the new site, and selecting new materials for the site. With these new digital collections, the
History Commission hopes to accomplish a number of things.
Because our holdings are vast, we would never have adequate resources to digitize every document, image or recording
in our collection, nor would it be a wise use of taxpayer dollars to do so. We do, however, want to provide online access
to some of the best and most interesting materials from our collection. “Best” and “most interesting” are, of course, very
subjective terms, so we’ve established a set of criteria for evaluating material for inclusion in our online collections. Some
of the factors we’ll consider as we move forward with digitizing are demand, historical significance, uniqueness of the
material, timeliness, copyright and donor restrictions, and physical preservation concerns for the original object, among
others.
Additionally, we hope that these digital collections will become a go-to resource for state educators for accessing primary source documents for classroom
use. By mid-July, our digital collections site will include a collection of “Lesson Plans,” developed through a partnership with the Arkansas Humanities
Council. These half dozen plans with links to primary source documents at the AHC and other online collections are the AHC’s first foray into providing
curricular materials for Arkansas teachers. We’re holding a teacher workshop on July 12 to gather feedback from a pre-selected group of educators on
these plans, and we look forward to hearing from other educators who have an opportunity to view and use the plans in their classrooms.
We also hope our digital collections will serve a variety of researcher needs and expectations. We still want researchers to come and visit our three
facilities in person – we love to see your smiling faces in our research rooms – but the 21st century archivist must realize that most researchers expect to
begin and conduct some portion of their research online. Recognizing this expectation and providing support for the modern researcher is necessary to
the health and well-being of any institution. If you’re reading this, I hope you’ll take a few moments to browse through our digital collections site (http://
cdm16790.contentdm.oclc.org/) and shoot me an email with feedback. I’d love to hear your thoughts and suggestions for what you’d like to see on here.
We won’t be able to include everything we have (we have a 10,000 item limit, which is small compared to the enormity of our archives), but we want to
make our digital collections site one that serves YOUR needs! — Dr. Lisa K. Speer

News from NEARA

The Arkansas Federation of
Music Clubs (AFMC), an affiliate
of the National Federation of
Music Clubs (NFMC), has
maintained an active presence in
northeast Arkansas for more
than a century. At one time,
affiliated music clubs operated in
most of the counties in our
region, with chapters in Brinkley,
Walnut Ridge, Jonesboro, and
Blytheville, to name just a few.
The Northeast Arkansas Music
Clubs Collection, donated by the Jonesboro Public Library in 2013,
includes records from the Nocturne Club and the Treble Clef Club, both of
Jonesboro. These records provide insight into the operation of two of the
many music clubs active in this region.
The Treble Clef Club formed in 1906 to develop and encourage the
musical talents and appreciation of its members; to stimulate musical
culture in the community. This organization is still active in Jonesboro
and maintains a presence on Facebook.
The Nocturne Club formed in 1927 and operated in parallel with the
Treble Clef Club for more than seventy-five years. Although it is the
younger of the two organizations, the majority of the Northeast Arkansas
Music Clubs collection consists of records of this club.
This collection includes handwritten journals of meeting minutes,
membership lists, newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, performance
programs, publications, recordings, and other materials documenting the
work of these two Jonesboro clubs, the AFMC and the NFMC.
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News from SARA

This
simple
but
remarkable document is
one of the gems at SARA
in Washington, Arkansas.
It is the handwritten
proof of a marriage by
Justice of the Peace
William Clark and was
sent to the County Clerk
for recording. It is dated
July 2, 1843. Forms for
marriage licenses would
not become prevalent until the years after the Civil War.
In the document Jacob Mading, about 40, is marrying Clary or
Clara Mading, 45. Both were Free Persons of Color who had
been emancipated at the death of their slavemaster Absalom
Mading along with his other slaves. Their marriage is one of
only two in the antebellum marriage records of Hempstead
County for persons of color. Enslaved persons had no formal
marriages until after the Civil War and emancipation. Marriages
even among Free Persons of Color were seldom solemnized.
Jacob Mading, however, was a very successful farmer and
carpenter who commanded the respect of the White community
for his farming and building skills. He and his wife Clary were
the leaders in their group of former slaves who remained
together until Free Persons of Color were expelled from
Arkansas in the late antebellum period. This little piece of paper
is a symbol of their status within their unique community.

New at the AHC

Meet Our Interns
For the last year, we have focused this
column on our staff members, but we have
neglected to point out that over the years
we have had a number of talented and
smart interns who have spent time with us
gaining experience while learning about
the process of running and managing an
archives.
This summer, we have been privileged to
have two art students from Henderson
State University in our conservation lab
learning from our conservator, Jane Thompson. Senior Claire Cade, and Junior
Kayelyn Foote are both students in the fine arts program at Henderson State. As
part of their curriculum, they are required to perform 64 hours of intern work.
While in the lab, they have been learning conservation techniques such as book
repair and document encapsulation. Kayelyn says, “The most valuable lesson I have
learned this summer has been about how to be precise in conservation work. This
work takes a lot of discipline to get it right.” “This is another tool in my toolbelt,”
says Claire, “I can also use these techniques in my art.”
Claire Cade and Kayelyn Foote learn to
make clamshell boxes

Conservator Jane Thompson is proud to have such eager students to teach, and
often finds herself learning from them as well. “I love it when students end up
doing a better job building structures than I do. This is what happens when you
work with students with fine art-level hand skills. After a while, you realize that the
students have left you back in the dust. This has been the joy of working with
Kayelyn and Claire. They’ve done wonderful work and I’ve learned a lot from
them. They’re such a credit to the Art Department at Henderson.” We have been
glad to offer these students valuable experience and wish them well in their career
paths.

June Donations and Accessions
AHC
Postcards of Little Rock – 4 postcards
Supplement to Rector/Alcorn Scrapbook – 0.01 cu. ft.
Capitol View, Stifft Station Neighborhood Association and Rose Creek Park
initiative board meetings – 2 CDs
General Assembly Composite Photographs - Senate: 1997, 1999, 2001 House
of Representatives: 1971, 2003
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism records – 18 cu. ft.
Arkansas State Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors Records - 0.02
cu. ft.
Tristan Green Papers, 16 cu. ft.
NEARA
Crittenden County Records, 0.4 cu. ft.
Dabbs Brothers Records, 3 cu. ft.
Dr. M.D. Owens Records, 0.4 cu. ft.
SARA
Hempstead County marriage licenses, pre-1875 – 0.25 cu. ft.
Hope Chamber of Commerce records from 1994, 0.4 cu. ft.
Robert Lee Williams Letter, September 19, 1961
William A. Britton Letter, April 3, 1869
We always receive more material than we are able to list in our newsletter.
For a full listing, see our webpage (http://www.ark-ives.com) or blog
(http://arkansasstatearchives.blogspot.com/ ).

We appreciate the generous support of our donors!

Staff Picks

NEARA Seminar Announced
The Arkansas History
Commission
and
the
Northeast
Arkansas
Regional
Archives
(NEARA) will host the
annual NEARA symposium
on Saturday, August 2
from 10 a.m. until 2:45
p.m. at the Male and
Female
Academy
in
Powhatan.
The
symposium’s
theme,
“Boom or Bust: Commerce
and Development in Northeast Arkansas,” will feature talks and discussion
on the economic development of northeastern Arkansas.
Among the speakers will be Steve Saunders who will be discussing his NEARA
award winning paper, ”Dissecting Davidsonville: A Postmortem of Arkansas’s
First 12 Blocks.” NEARA director Dr. Lisa Perry will be discussing mining in
the region, “Digging the Natural State: Mineral Extraction and Economic
Development.” Also included in the day’s presentations will be Archival
Assistant Brian Irby who will explain the process of creating lesson plans
from AHC’s holdings in “Tales From the Archive: Creating Lesson Plans for
Arkansas Educators.” Bryan Pierce and Anna Westman from the Southern
Tenant Farmers Museum will discuss the development of the agricultural
economy in northeastern Arkansas.
The seminar is free. Check-in will begin at 9:15 a.m. Lunch will be provided
for all participants. Teachers can earn up to four professional development
hours through attendance.

This month we feature
Archivist Lauren Jarvis’ pick, a
photograph scrapbook from
World War I.
What is it and what makes it
unique? It is a photograph
scrapbook from the First
World War by Donald P.
Critchfield that was in the
M.D. Ogden Collection. It is
an interesting book.
Critchfield seemingly has a photograph
representing each part of his experience during the war, from his time
in training camp until his discharge.
How is the scrapbook arranged? It is in chronological order. He seems
to have documented everything he went through. Plus, there are what
seem to be diary entries at the beginning of each section to give context
to the photos.
Who was Critchfield? He was a soldier from Ohio who worked in an
evacuation hospital, which was a mobile hospital that followed the
soldiers from place to place. So, he moved around a lot, which is
reflected in the photos. What results is a collection that shows the wide
range of the war.
How can researchers access this book? It is located in the M.D. Ogden
Collection.

For more information or to register for the symposium, contact April Goff at
april.goff@arkansas.gov or call 501-682-6891.
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